
Greetings VMA Parents and Families,

I hope this finds each and every one of you well. I’m thrilled to share that we are off to an incredibly strong 
start this year at Visible Men Academy (VMA)! On Wednesday, August 10th, we began our fourth year as a 
school and are serving 105 Kindergarten through 6th grade elementary, and middle school students. All of 
our SUNS are responding beautifully to our new and improved school routines, rituals and high expectations.

As you know, I have reassumed the position of Principal at VMA to ensure our mission, culture and 
student outcomes are the guiding light in all we do. Our entire staff worked very hard over 
the last several months to ensure your children have a phenomenal school experience. We 
have welcomed several new VMA staff members onto our team, and I’m pleased to 
introduce you to our new Assitant Principal Mary-Luisa, Berges.  Mary-Luisa is serving as the 
captain of our thoughtfully overhauled academic program and as our instructional leader. Mary-Luisa
has a highly impressive background as a teacher and administrator at some of the top 
performing education reform and charter school organizations, namely Teach for America, 
KIPPSchools, and Rocketship Education. Her extensive and direct experience with elevating
student achievement has already had a tremendous impact on our teachers and Suns.

(Continued)

Great Days 
at VMA!
The mission of Visible Men Academy (VMA) is to provide boys with outstanding academic, 
character, and social education in a nurturing school environment.
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Dates to Remember!
September:
3- Saturday Success 
9:00 am - 12 noon

5- LABOR DAY (No School 
for VMA Students)

*8- Back to School Night
5:30 pm (Note change in 
date)

9- VMA Staff Day (NO 
SCHOOL for Students)

Parent Advisory 
Group (PAG)
Would you like to get more involved 
with Visible Men Academy? 
Do you have great ideas for a 
fundraiser or school activity? Then 
you should consider joining the 
Parent Advisory Group (PAG). 
Meetings are monthly for one 
hour, and   this group of dedicated 
parents help  grow our school while raising funds for our VMA Suns! 

If you are interested in joining the Parent Advisory Group, contact  
Shannon Rohrer-Phillips, Director of Student & Family Services at 
srohrer-phillips@vmacademy.org.

Meeting Dates:
 - September 20th     - January 17th
 - October 18th       - February 14th 
 - November 8th - April 25th

All meetings are from 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm at VMA
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Parent Volunteers Needed!
Visible Men Academy needs parent volunteers for the 
following tasks and activities:

- Front desk coverage (7:30 am - 9:30 am)
- Lunch Room / Kitchen helper (11:30 am - 1:00 pm)
- Field Trip chaperones
- Gardening 
- Filing and office organization
- School events

If interested, please contact Miss Singleton at (941) 758-7588 
or dsingleton@vmacademy.org

VMA BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT: 
*Thursday, September 8 at 5:30 pm

*(Note change in date)

NO SCHOOL on Friday, September 9! 
(This is just for Visible Men Academy)



Character development is the 
cornerstone of the VMA Mission. 
Visible Men Academy connects 
students to male role models 
through our Saturday Success 
Program. This Program takes 
place the first Saturday of every 
month from 9:00 am - 12 noon, 
and involves conversation, 
story-telling, and projects around 
success and achievement. 

We also have a Parent Success 
Workshop at each of these events.

Please note the following dates:
September 3rd

October 1st
November 5th
December 3rd
January 14th
February 4th
March 4th
April 1st
May 6th
June 3rd

Breakfast, and Lunch is included.

In an effort to accommodate our families, 
we have made some adjustments to our bus 
schedule. The VMA Bus will leave everyday at 
4:15 pm. Enclosed is the current Bus Schedule 
and RULES. Just a reminder, all adults picking 
up from the bus stop, MUST BE at the bus stop 15 
minutes before the scheduled stop.

Bus Information(Continued)
Some of you may have seen the disappointing news that our school results on the 2016 Florida Standards 
Assessments (FSA) that our 3-5th grade students took last spring were at an ‘F’ level. This means that too 
few of our 42 testing Suns received passing scores on the English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science 
FSA for our school to receive an overall passing grade. While we saw substantial individual gains from the 
previous school year that combined to elevate our school performance and “ranking” amongst local 
elementary schools, these gains weren’t enough to secure a higher overall grade. I want to reassure you that 
this has inspired us to take drastic measures to strengthen all areas of our school operations, staffing, data 
analysis and curriculm alignment. Many of you have already commented on the feedback your children 
have provided as they recite, “SUNS on a Mission…Look like this” and join us on our pathway towards 
excellence.

Although we recognize the importance of standardized testing and of the FSA, in particular, we stand fully 
committed to our Two Generation Whole Child and Family approach to boys education.  At VMA, our 
boys are so much more than one test score. We believe academic excellence goes hand in hand with our 
emphasis on SHINE Culture, Character Development, Mentoring, Parent Engagement, Technology, Athletics, 
Wellness and most importantly growth. The VMA team is dedicated to the collective mission that we assist every 
student on their journey to making gains in their academic, behavioral and character goals. We see evidence 
every hour of every day that your SUNS are responding to our nurting  school environment, one that is unique 
to the VMA experience.  At VMA, we pride ourselves on knowing every student’s name, strengths and dreams! 

Parents and caregivers, we are so thankful to have your partnership on this mission. We look forward to 
seeing you on Sept 8th at 5:30 pm at Back to School Night where you will meet your child’s teacher, review 
their schedule, classes and obligations, and become more intimately connected to their school experience!

It is my pleasure and honor to ensure that every child and family at VMA has an exceptional school experience!

Let Your Light SHINE!

As always, thanks for your support!
Neil Phillips, 
VMA Co Founder and Principal

SUNSHINE After School 
Program
Currently we have some exciting options for After School. 

• SMART Kids- Grades K- 3
Session 1, 7 Weeks (Monday, Aug. 29 - Thurs., October 13)
The SMART Moves program is designed to teach children – through 
fun, high-yield activities – how to reach their full potential as 
productive, caring, responsible citizens. This program is taught by 
a facilitator from The Boys & Girls Club of Manatee who will be 
joined by a VMA Staff member.
Monday-Thursday 4:05p – 5:20p (no SMART Kids on Fridays)
Pick up  is at 5:30 pm (Transportation is not provided)

• SHINE Sports- Grades 2- 6
Session 1, 9 Weeks (Monday, Aug. 15 - Thurs., October 13)
Sports Offered: Basketball, Football (Flag), Lacrosse, Soccer, 
and Track 
Monday-Thursday 4:05p – 4:55p (no SHINE Sports on Fridays)
Pick up  is at 5:00 pm (Transportation is not provided)

The fee for Sunshine After school program is $40, and 
$60 for 2 children (must be siblings). 

Saturday Success 
Schedule

VMA Parent Success Academy 2016-2017
Unique to the VMA School experience is the Parent Success Program that is designed to enhance 
opportunities for the Parents and Families of VMA students. The Parent Success Program uses a Two 
Generational Approach that supports parents focusing on their personal, professional and educational goals 
while investing in their children’s education and development.

This year, the VMA Parent Success Program will begin on Tuesday, 8/30 from 4:30-6:30 pm and run 
through May 2017! Please join us next Tuesday to register for the program, learn about all of the classes 
we offer this year including: Women’s Wellness, Parenting, GED, ESOL, Fatherhood Initiative, Financial 
Planning, Counseling, Case Management and more.  VMA Parent Success Program Participants are eligible 
for Scholarships, Family Support Resources and more.

FREE Childcare, homework support and dinner will be provided for participating families each Tuesday and 
Thursday evening from 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm. 
Here’s to a strong and healthy start to the academic year for all!

Shannon Rohrer-Phillips, MSW
Director of Student & Family Services


