
Greetings VMA Parents and Families,

We hope you had a wonderful and restful Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends!

This is always a special time of year for our VMA school community. The holiday season presents an 
opportunity for us to consider all of the things for which we are thankful and to celebrate them in a 
loving spirit. First, we are thankful for our precious Suns who have been working hard all school year 
to improve their academic performance and build on their strong character. We are also thankful for 
all of our VMA families for your efforts to support and encourage your boys. We’re grateful for our 
deeply committed VMA Staff who care for our Suns each day. And, we are very appreciative of all of our 
supporters throughout the community who encourage us and enable us to pursue our important mission.

We hope that each of you will join us at some point in the coming weeks as we celebrate the holiday 
season with some exciting school events!

As always, thanks for your support.
Neil Phillips
VMA Co Founder and Principal

Great Days 
at VMA!
The mission of Visible Men Academy (VMA) is to provide boys with outstanding academic, 
character, and social education in a nurturing school environment.
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Dates to Remember!
December
3- Saturday Success 
9:00 am - 12 noon

19- School Picture 
Retake Day

21- Multicultural 
Holiday Assembly

22- 31 Winter Break 
(VMA is closed)

January
1- 8 Winter Break 
continues
(VMA is closed)

School Resumes 
on Monday, 
January 9th!

Broken iPads and Laptops

Building Reading 
Stamina (Continued)
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SunLight

VMA Winter Break 
December 22- January 8, 2017

School resumes on Monday, Jan. 9th

Recently we have had to replace several of our iPads and Laptops due to 
broken screens, jammed headphone jacks, and missing keys. Several of 
these broken iPads, and Laptops have been caused by students misusing 
them. If your son is responsible for damaging an iPad, you will need to pay 
$40 to have it repaired.

2. Choose “just right” books. If your child 
is at a stage of being able to read alone, 
help him choose books that he is able 
to read independently. This means he 
should be able to decode almost every 
word in the book correctly. If your child 
will be reading with you, choose books 
that are lively and engaging.

3. Set reasonable goals. When starting out, limit book time to just a few 
minutes and work up from there. For elementary aged readers, consider 
starting with 10-15 minutes of reading time, and work up from there. Add 
a few minutes to your reading time every week or so.
4. Celebrate progress. Without getting too caught up on the number of 
minutes spent reading, celebrate the time that is spent reading. Share your 
favorite parts of books read, plan the next visit to the library, and share 
progress with other family members.



Our next VMA Saturday Success 
session will take place this 
Saturday, December 3rd from 
9:00 am - 12 noon.

This will be a very special Saturday 
Success as we will celebrate the 
Holiday Season, with a Pancake 
Breakfast, Holiday Craft stations, 
and a special surprise!

We want to Thank a wonder-
ful group of volunteers called 
Friends of VMA for sponsoring this 
month’s Saturday Success. They 
have worked hard to make this a 
very special event for our Suns!

Parents are urged to attend and 
enjoy this special day with your 
Sun!

Join us on Friday, December 2nd from
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm for Literacy on the Lawn! 
Parents and Volunteers are welcome to come 
share the joy of reading with our VMA Suns! 
Please RSVP to dsingleton@vmacademy.org 
if you would like to volunteer.

Literacy on the LawnIMPORTANT REMINDERS
• Cell phones, Tablets, and any electornic devices are NOT allowed at school. Items 

will be confiscated and returned to parents at the end of the school day. VMA is 
NOT responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged electronics.

• Pokemon cards are NOT allowed at school.
• School is out at 4:00 pm. You must notify the office or put a note in your son’s   

agenda if you need to pick up your son before 4:00 pm.
• Please refrain from entering the building during dismissal. This is a critical time, and 

we must ensure our students are being dismissed safely. If you need to speak with 
your son’s teacher, or an administrator, please make an appointment.

Multicultural Holiday Assembly

Saturday Success 
THIS SATURDAY!

Picture Retake Day- Monday, 
December 19th
On Monday, December 19th, VMA will have Picture Retake Day. If you are not 
happy with your son’s picture, or he was absent on Picture Day, they will be able 
to retake their picture. Students need to wear a VMA logo polo, or a gray, white, 
or yellow collared shirt. Picture forms will need to be returned with payment 
(if you choose) on Picture Day, cash or checks will be accepted. For successful 
pictures, make sure your son practices a natural smile, and has a fresh haircut.

Parents, on Wednesday, December 21st at 2:00 pm, VMA will 
hold our annual Multicultural Holiday Assembly. Please enjoy class 
performances of some of your favorite holiday songs. There will also 
be a special visit from Santa! You do NOT want to miss the fun!

Having stamina for something means being able to stick with 
something for periods of time. This stamina, or endurance, builds 
strength. Stamina can apply to lots of different areas, such as exer-
cise or painting. It can also apply to reading. Teachers often think 
about a student’s reading stamina. Reading stamina is a child’s 
ability to focus and read independently for long-ish periods of time 
without being distracted or without distracting others. 

Reading stamina is something that parents can help students devel-
op. Here’s how:
1. Vary the way the reading is done. Parents can think about this in 
terms of having their child “read to himself, read to someone, and 
listen to reading.” Some combination of the three should make up 
the reading time, especially for new or struggling readers.

(Continued on back page)

Building Reading Stamina

VMA Parent Success Academy 
2016-2017

Congratulations to all of the parents who have participated in our 
Parent Success Programs this Fall. Thanks to you and our community 
partners, over 50% of the VMA parents have attended one of our 
Wellness, Parenting, Adult Education or Fatherhood Classes. 
Thursday, 12/1 marks the final Parent Success Class of 2016 with 
GED, ESOL and Theatre Group.

The Parent Success Classes will resume Tuesday, January 17th with a Women’s Empowerment Series spon-
sored by Women’s Resource Center of Manatee, Fatherhood Group and Thursday 1/19 will re-commence 
the GED, ESOl and Theatre Group Program. All parents are welcome to join our weekly classes and family 
dinners and access our free child care. Stay tuned for the upcoming schedule of all 2017 Parent Success 
Classes.

Parents-Please note your INTENT TO RE-ENROLL for for your son in academic year 2017-2018 must be 
signed and returned to the front office by January 13th to secure a seat for next year. VMA will host OPEN 
ENROLLMENT for grades k-7 beginning January 13th 2017 and we encourage you to refer SHINING SUNS 
to our school.

As we head into the Holiday Season, we hope each family is able to join us at the upcoming Breakfast with 
Santa Saturday Success 12/3 and the 4th Annual Multicultural Holiday party on 12/21.

Shannon Rohrer-Phillips, MSW
Director of Student & Family Services
srohrer-phillips@vmacademy.org


